322                               Sri Raghavendra

'Srimad Raghavendra stotra', is in Sanskrit
language. Thousands of devotees have benefited by
chanting it. For those not knowing that language, the
composition has been translated in Tamil and published.
(We have also brought out one such compilation, with
explanations).

Many have raised this issue (of chanting a stotra in
an unknown language), and I have duly shared my
thoughts with them.

A lady had written to me, 'While chanting the stotra, I
am apprehensive whether the variance in pronunciation
could cause a different meaning to the substance of the
verses. What can be done about this?'

Another devotee had lamented, 1 am unable to
understand Sanskrit, despite efforts. Therefore, I am
unable to read even the transliterated words in Tamil.
How can I get over this?'

Like this, several letters have flooded my office,
particularly about comprehending this stotra.

I have written to a good number of the
correspondents saying, 'Don't worry about not being able
to pronounce properly. These days there are recorded
cassettes available. One may buy such a cassette
containing the rendering by a knowledgeable person and
playing it, one can chant the verses in accord with the
recorded version. Such an effort will, in due course,
facilitate getting the whole lot committed to memory'.

But one person replied to me saying, 'I cannot afford
to buy a recorded cassette. When I hear devotees at the